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Colby Library Quarterly
THE NEWTON TERCENTENARY
By A. S. GALBRAITH

IR Isaac Newton was born on December 25, 1642. In
anticipation of the three hundredth anniversary of
this event, the Colby Library exhibited, during the closing
week of the Fall Term, a nurnber of volumes by and about
him. "Newton," so wrote LaPlace (1749-1827), "was not
only the greatest genius that ever existed, but he was also
the most fortunate.... The Principia will always remain
pre-eminent above all other productions of the human
mind."
The Principia Mathematica embodying Newton's laws of
motion and the idea of universal gravitation, was first published in 1687. Colby has no copy of this first edition, but
two later issues were exhibited: the Glasgow edition of
1833, published by George Brookman, and the first American edition, published in New York in 1846 by Adee.
The oldest of the Newton books owned by Colby is The
Chronology oj Ancient Kingdoms Amended) London, J. Tonson, 1728. This book came into the possession of "Waterville College" early in 1836 and is therefore one of the
earliest Colby acquisitions. In this curious historical work
Newton claimed to "have drawn up the following Chronological Table [of ancient history] ... without the many
repugnancies complained of by Plutarch."
Also included in the tercentennial exhibition were:
Arithmetica Universalis by Newton, London, J. Nichols,
1779; a recent reprint of the fourth London edition of
Newton's OpticksJ published by William Innys in 1730;
and the Life oj Sir Isaac Neloton by Sir David Brewster, New
York, Harper, 1833.
[Editorial postscript: An interesting link between the
Newton commemoration arranged by Professor Galbraith
and the Wordsworth exhibition planned by Mrs. Comparetti for April (see below) is found in The Prelude by William Wordsworth. In this volume (1850) there appeared
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for the first time the well-known words about the marble
image of the mathematician which is seen by all visitors to
the chapel of Trinity College, Carrlbridge, England:
The antechapel where the statue stood
Of Newton with his prism and silent face,
The marble index of a mind for ever
Voyaging through strange seas of Thought, alone.

In exhibiting The Prelude next lllonth, the book will be
opened to this famous passage.]
oQooQooQo

"JUST FOR A RIBAND r:ro STICK IN HIS COAT"?
By ALICE PATTEE COMPARETfI
N March 21, 1843, Robert Southey died, Poet Laureate
of England. His post was immediately offered to
WILLIAM WORDSWORTH, and its acceptance by him led
Browning to regard Wordsworth as a "lost leader" and
to write his well-known lines:

O

Just for a handful of silver he left us,
Just for a riband to stick in his coat.

On April 4, 1843, Wordsworth wrote to the Earl De la
Warr: "I accept this high distinction." He held the title
until his death seven years later.
Byron too, long before Southey's death and Wordsworth's accession, had accused Wordsworth of turning
"both his creed and his coat," and despised him as a "poetical charletan and political parasite." These charges of
political apostasy and poetical degeneration have remained alive until our own day. Thus, these are the two
things many people think of when Wordsworth the Laureate is mentioned.
Readers of his later works, however, can find much
poetry of a high order, some of it revision, some of it new
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